A re-examination of the patchwork background and strange fanaticism which drovo 
Lee Osv/ald to fire the shots which struck down the 35th President of the United States. 


Lee Harvey Oswald, 24, idolator of 
Fidel Castro, Marxist follower, mem- 
ber of the Communist-dominated Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee, was the 
embodiment of everything conserva- 
tives have so strongly opposed for so 
many years. 

Since Friday, November 22, 1963, 
Government investigators have been 
piecing together the bits and frag- 
ments of a life that curiously follows 
the pattern of the disgruntled Leftist, 
the Marxist Communist. And the evi- 
dence is enough to have convicted 
Oswald ten times over. Commented 
Time: 

Though he never got his day in 
court, and though he denied any 
guilt, there could be little doubt of 
Oswald's guilt." 

But who was Lee Harvey Oswald? 
Who was this man who assassinated 
the President of the United States 
and within 48 hours died of a gun 
shot wound in the stomach at the 
same hospital where his victim had 
died? 

Oswald was bom in New Orleans, 
October 18, 1939. He first came into 
„ public view in the Soviet Union in 
1959, where he attempted to turn in 
his American passport, renounce his 
American citizenship, and aslccd to -be 
granted full Soviet citizenship. He 
told American embassy officials that 
he was a Marxist, and that he planned 
to tell Soviet officials everything he had 
learned while he was a radar operator 
during his three-year enlistment in the 
Marines. The American embassy tem- 
porarily dissuaded him from turning 
in his passport. 

On November 2, 1959, Oswald 
signed an affidavit: "I affirm that my 
allegiance is to the Soviet Socialist 
Republic." 

Avowed Marxist 

It was during the same year that 
Oswald was interviewed in the Soviet 
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Union by UPIs Aline Moshy. Oswald 
had this to say. 

"I'm a Marxist I became interested 
about the age of 15. An old lady 
handed me a pamphlet about saving 
the P.oscnbcrgs. I still remember the 
pamphlet about the Rosenbergs. I 
don’t know why. Then we moved to 
North Dakota and I discovered one 
book in the library, Das Kapiial. It 
was what I’d been looking for. It was 
like a very religious man opening the 
Bible for the first time. 

“I started to study Marxist eco- 
nomic theories. I could see the im- 
poverishment of the masses before my 
own eyes in my own mother. I thought 
the worker’s life could be better. I 
found some Marxist books on dusty 
shelves in the New Orleans library 
and continued to indoctrinate myself 
for five years. 

Tve been waiting to do it tgo to 
the Soviet Union] for two years, s’aving 
my money, just waiting until I got out 
of the Marine Corps, like waiting to 
get out of prison. For two years I’ve 
had it in my mind not to form attach- 
ments because I knew I was going 
away. 

"Capitalism has passed its peak. 
Capitalism will disappear as feudalism 
disappeared. 

"I’ve seen poor niggers, being a 
Southern boy, and that was a lesson. 
People hate because they’re told to 
hate, like school kids. It’s the fashion 
to hate people in the United States. 

In the Marine Corps I observed 
the American military in foreign coun- 
tries, what Russians would call mili- 
tary imperialism. I was with the occu- 
pation forces in Japan, and occupation 
of a country is imperialistic." 

The Soviet Union never granted 
Oswald's request for citizenship, but 
he was told that he could remain for 
five years as an alien resident During 
his 33-month stay in the Soviet Union, 
Oswald was employed os a factory 
worker in Minsk, where he married 


hospital pharmacist Marina Frusa- 
kova. They had one child. 

Marino Misfit 

It was during his stay in the Soviet 
Union that Oswald was given an un- 
desirable discharge from the Marine 
Corps Reserve. He was twice court- 
martialed while serving with the Ma- 
rines in Japan; once for violating a 
regulation requiring the registration of 
privately owned firearms, and for 
using provocative words to a non- 
commissioned officer. 

While in Minsk, Oswald wrote to 
the then Secretary of the Navy John 
Connally asking that the judgment 
passed by his discharge be reversed. 
After reciting his version of the facts 
in his ease, he said, “I shall employ 
all means to right this gross mistake 
or injustice to a bona-fide U. S. citi- 
zen and cx-scrviccman." 

It was in February, 1902, when 
Oswald decided to return to the 
United States. He wrote the Ameri- 
can Embassy asking for a passport to 
this country. 

In Washington, Senator John Tower, 
Republican of Texas, made public a 
letter he received from Oswald from 
Minsk in Russia early in 1902 seeking 
the aid of the Senator in getting per- 
mission to return to the United States. 


Donald J. Lambro is a 22-ycar-old 
graduate of Boston University, where 
lie was chapter chairman. A reporter 
for the Boston Traveler, he served as 
a vice-chairman for the state chapter, 
lie is now managing editor of The 
New Cuann. 


The Senator’s staff routinely for- 
warded the letter to the State Depart- 
ment which in turn called the Sena- 
tor’s office to say that they had a file 
on a Lee Harvey Oswald and that on 
November 2, 1959, he had sworn al- 
legiance to Russia. 
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The Slate Department told S ‘or 
Tower’s aides at that time, Feb. ..ary 
1, 1%2, that Oswald had requested 
that his American citizenship be re- 
voked. The request was made at the 
lime lie swore to the affidavit. 

Stato Dept. Cooperation 

Embassy and Stale Department of- 
ficials reviewed his ease, and decided 
that since he had not heen granted 
Soviet citizenship to renew his pass- 
port to the United States and loan 
him $435.71 to pay for his return 
trip. There is no record that Oswald 
paid back the government that 
amount. 

Oswald returned to the United 
Stat<*s in June 19C2, with his wife 
Marina, and tlrcir four-month-old 
baby. Coing from job to job, Oswald 
drifted around the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area looking for work, collecting un- 
employment compensation, and mak- 
ing several attempts for another pass- 
port for Europe, tin’s time as a pho- 
tographer. A passport was issued to 
him on June 25. 

It was in April of this year that 
Oswald went to New Orleans looking 
for work. During this time lie became 
chairman of the New Orleans chapter 
of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, 
a pro-Castro organization cited as a 
Communist front organization by the 
Senate Internal Security Committee. 
(See The New Cuamd, May, 1961). 
On August 21, 1963, Oswald appeared 
on radio station WDSU in New Or- 
leans, at which time he identified him- 
self as chairman of the New Orleans 


Chajiler of the Fair Flay for Cub: 
Committee. 

On September 28, he traveled to 
Mexico, visiting the Soviet and Cuban 
consulates' there, in an attempt to ob- 
tain a visa to the Soviet Union. Visa 
privileges were denied. 

The events leading up to the tragic 
day have been thoroughly chronicled 
by the news media. Oswald’s prep- 
aration for the assassination has been 
traced in minute detail by Covcm- 
ment ius'cstigators. But the mind of 
the man who committed this murder 
will continue to raise questions in most 
of our minds. What led him to do it? 

Fanatic Red 

He svas, undoubtedly, a tormented, 
Marxist fanatic. Police found a num- 
ber of books on Soviet and Chinese 
communism, plus a photograph of 
Oswald showing, in the background, 
copies of The Worker (U. S. Commu- 
nist patty publication) and The Mili- 
tant (a publication of the Socialist 
Workers party, a Trotskyitc organiza- 
tion). Police also found considerable 
material dealing with the Fair Play for 
Cuba Committee, anti a large number 
of copies of The Worker among his 
belongings. Letters were also found 
written to him on the stationery of the 
Communist Party of America. One of 
these letters, according to United 
Press International, was from a high 
Communist party official in New York 
City and was dated less than a month 
prior to the assassination. The letter 
praised Oswald for his “past services" 
to the party. 


The evidence which has been ac- 
cumulated again*.! Qiv/;.ld than 
adequately proves beyond a reasona- 
ble doubt (bat be assassinated John F. 
Kennedy. 

The list of evidence is endless, al- 
most as endless as the speculation on 
Oswald’s motives for assassinating the 
President. 

Perhaps the columnists have looked 
too deeply into the mind of I,cc Har- 
vey Oswald, hoping for some complex 
and profound individual. He was what 
bis life was: an example of Left-wing 
fanatacism. And his entire life was 
influenced by the lunatic Left in 
America. They fed into him all of the 
hate that he spoke so bitterly aliout in 
that interview in Russia with the UPI 
correspondent. And his idolatry of 
Fidel Castro was certainly another 
prime motivation to lead him to do 
the terrible act he so carefully 
planned. 

"We arc prepared," Castro said re- 
cently, "to fight" the United States 
He added that the American leaders 
“should think that if they arc aiding 
terrorist plans to eliminate Cuban 
leaders, they themselves will not be 
safe." Enough incentive to motivate 
a Lee Harvey Oswald to murder? 
Possibly. But certainly it also takes 
a fanaticism and blind hatred that is 
bom only of the dogmatic and 
thought-controlled Communist ele- 
ment, which, even now, is working in 
this hemisphere, this country, influ- 
encing all the other Lee Harvey 
Oswalds. 
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